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Purpose 

To enable WIC breastfeeding mothers who need help in maintaining an already  established 
milk supply to maintain breastfeeding and increase the duration of breastfeeding in cases such 
as return to work or school or other special circumstances.  
 

When to Issue a  
Single-User Electric 
Breast Pump   

The local agency staff shall provide single-user electric breast pumps to WIC breastfeeding 
mothers when needed to assist mother/baby breastfeeding pairs when needed to manage 
breastfeeding.  
 
Single-user electric breast pumps may be provided to breastfeeding participants who are fully 
breastfeeding and/or not receiving any formula from WIC and their infant is at least 4-6 weeks 
of age. 
 

Guidelines for Single-
User Electric Breast 
Pump  

It takes about 4-6 weeks of exclusive breastfeeding for a woman’s milk supply to be well 
established.   

 Single user electric breast pumps should not be issued before this time. 

 A single-user electric breast pump is not strong enough to establish a mother’s milk 
supply.   

 Single-user breast pumps should never be used by more than one person. 
 
Single-user electric pumps are available for breastfeeding mothers who need help maintaining 
milk supply and who have expressed genuine interest in breastfeeding exclusively for a goal of 
6-12 months. The two primary goals of this type pump are:  

 To help WIC mothers maintain adequate breast milk production so no formula is 
needed for the infant.  

 To reduce the time and cost of WIC staff to follow up on loaned pumps for lower risk 
situations.  
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Before receiving a breast pump, mothers shall be trained by WIC staff on assembly, use, and 
cleaning of the breast pump and collection kit and expression and storage of human milk.   
 
WIC staff providing breast pumps to clients shall have been previously trained on breast pump 
assembly, use, and cleaning, and expression and storage of human milk. 
 
WIC staff shall not issue a single-user electric breast pump and multi-user electric breast pump 
to a participant at the same time.  The multi-user electric breast pump shall be returned to the 
clinic before a single-user electric pump may be issued.  A single-user electric breast pump may 
be issued the same day a multi-user electric pump is returned, if it is determined the WIC 
participant needs it to maintain milk supply. 
 
WIC staff shall not issue a replacement electric pump until a participant returns the broken or 
defective electric breast pump to the clinic. 
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Single-user Pump with 
Partial Breastfeeding 

If a mother has been issued a single-user pump and later requests formula supplementation, 
staff must refer the participant to a CPA staff member trained in lactation management for 
counseling.   
 
The WIC staff will discuss with the mother her reasons for wanting to supplement with formula 
to determine if supplementation is the best solution to her need or if other support can be 
provided.   
   
If the infant is to receive formula, the minimal amount of formula should be issued to support 
maximum breastfeeding.  The mother should be encouraged to continue using the pump for as 
long as it is supportive. 
 
Remind mothers that the pumps are for one user only and should not be resold, lent or shared 
with others.  
 

Maintaining  
Single-User Electric 
Breast Pump Log 

The participant’s ID number and reason for issuance shall be recorded on the single-user 
electric breast pump log when a pump is issued.  
 
The breast pump log should be maintained in a central file at the local agency to be available for 
audit purposes. 
 

Breast Pump  
Release Form   

A Breast Pump Release Form/Loan Agreement must be completed for every client prior to 
issuance of any pump.  
 
If a participant cannot read, the loan/release form shall be read to the participant.   
 
The release form shall be signed by the WIC participant and the WIC staff member who 
conducts the training.  The release form shall be placed in the participant’s file.  
 

Follow-up Clients issued an electric breast pump should be followed up within 48-72 hours of pump 
issuance to determine if the pump is operating correctly and if she is experiencing any problems 
using the breast pump.  Clients should be instructed to stop using the pump if discomfort occurs 
and to contact the clinic as soon as possible.  
 
Clients issued an electric pump should be referred to a breastfeeding peer counselor for 
continued breastfeeding support.  
 

Storage of Electric Breast 
Pumps and Collection 
Kits  

Electric breast pumps, collection kits, and other breastfeeding aids shall be stored in a locked 
area or cabinet(s).   

All new pumps and collection kits shall be stored in unopened packaging, as received from the 
manufacturer. 

Each single-user pump should be labeled with a “not for resale” and/or “single user only” 
statement. 

 
Local Agency Request 
for Electric Breast Pumps  

 
Single-user electric breast pumps are not available in all WIC Local Agencies.  Local agencies that 
wish to implement an electric breast pump loan/issuance program must submit a request to 
State WIC Breastfeeding Coordinator for approval. 
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ISSUANCE AND INVENTORY LOG FOR  
SINGLE-USER ELECTRIC BREAST PUMPS 

 
WIC LOCAL AGENCY# ______________  CLINIC #_______________ 

 
 

Date  
 

Client ID #   
 

Reason For Issuance  
Pump issued (-) 

Pumps received (+) 
WIC Staff 

Initials  

 From State +  
  

 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

  
 
 

   

 Ending Balance   
 
+ Document on the date the pumps are received in your clinic 
 


